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Abstract 

Any nation that wants to catch up with the global trends in advancement in all 
spheres of life, must invest on planned innovations in its educational system. 
This is because it is the system through which man becomes a moral agent 
capable of living in a society and contributing towards the growth and 
development of the society. (Ocho, 2005:66). Music education provides the 
basis for moral and character training and development of sound. It plays 
important roles in all spheres of life-education, politics, economy, religion, 
democracy etc and has generally been accepted the world over because it 
develops the human personality and makes people more complete. For music 
education to strive in this era of technology, innovation must always be 
encouraged. This paper therefore, takes a look at innovations in music 
education and its challenges. It also gives some recommendation and 
conclusion. 

 
The trend amongst developed countries of the world is the achievement of a 

technological feat aimed at improving the well being of humanity. This trend 
nevertheless has caused so much concern amongst the developing countries of the world 
including Nigeria to the extent that technological advancement has become a burning 
issue in the states and federal government budgets. The anxiety has intrigued the nation 
to plunge into some unplanned projects to their detriment. 
 The ability of a nation to grow and develop depends on the quality and emphasis 
in its educational system, not on the amount of natural wealth available in the country, 
(Ocho, 2005:21). According to him, education makes it possible for man to continuously 
adapt to the changing environment. To highlight the importance of education in 
achieving technological    advancement in Nigeria, Oruro (1994), states that: “education 
is a dynamic instrument of change for the survival of socio-cultural, economic, political, 
scientific and technological aspirations, objectives and values”. A nation that neglects 
skill oriented education as in music education is far from the path of growth. Music 
education is indispensable for the development of the Nigerian child, society and the 
entire nation. It promotes positive societal values; re-orient people’s creativity and 
produces genuine citizens useful to the society. Music education helps an individual to 
understand himself better, respect his neighbors and learn to work with them. According 
to Obidike (1987:4) music education is a comprehensive education system geared 
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towards a functional and artistic career   in the society. As a functional career, music 
education tends to make the student self-reliant on graduation thereby reducing the 
problem of unemployment in Nigeria. 
 In view of the above definition, innovation in music education is said to be a 
kind of continuous process. The need for it has become more obvious with the 
increasing emphasis on functional education by the Federal governments adoption of the 
6-3-3-4 system of education known as the national curriculum conference which was 
attended by a cross-section of Nigerians. The National policy on education (NPE 2004) 
is aimed at inculcating in the citizens  
(a)   Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual.  
(b)   Faith in mans ability to make rational decisions.  
(c)   Moral and spiritual principle in inter-personal and human relations. 
(d)   Shared responsibility for the common good of the society. 
(e)  Promotion of the physical, emotional and psychological development of all 

children.  
(f)   Acquisition of competencies necessary for self reliance. 

 
It is also to provide career information that will help students relates their interests, 

needs and abilities to occupational opportunities in music. The society is not static in 
terms of social economics political and technological but dynamic in nature. Knowledge 
is ever on the increase and this poses new challenges to music educators, music 
education students at all levels and music education as a course. If I may ask, shall we 
fold our hands and watch helplessly while our skills go obsolete and our students not 
able to fit into the music world The answer is no. 
 
Concept of Education 
 Education has been given different definitions by various authorities. Urevbu 
(1991) sees education as the total process of human learning by which knowledge is 
imparted, facilitated, trained and skills developed.  Nzerem (2000), states that education 
is a life-long process which enabled an individual to develop his potentials in order to 
give service not only to himself but to the community at large.  Fafunwa (1974) opined 
that education is the totality of the process through which an individual acquire abilities, 
skills including other products that are useful to him and society. Okafor(2005), in 
support said that education is designed to equip the individual not only to earn a living 
but also for life itself through the encouragement of socially desirable knowledge 
attitudes and skills. According to Okeke (2000), it is one of the greatest forces that could 
be used to bring about progress and advancements to a nation. It is therefore, imperative 
that any educational system be planned in such a way that the beneficiaries will live up 
to the expectations of the society. In line with the above definitions, education as stated 
in the national policy on education (NPE: 2004), is geared towards the inculcation of the 
right type of values and attitudes for the survival of the individual and the Nigerian 
society as well as enables the individual to acquire appropriate skills and the 
development of mental physical and social abilities and competencies as equipment for 
the individual to live in and contribute to the development of the society. 
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Concept of Music Education 
 Music education improves the individual and helps him find a place of 
usefulness in the society. In his definition, Adegbite (1992), states that music education 
and other arts develops man’s creative ability which in turn is very important in every 
aspect of human endeavor.  Ahuforom (1984), sees music education as the development 
of the individual talent, physical skills as well as the acquisition of specific vocational 
training that could enable the individual develop healthy attitude towards honest labor.  
Hoofer (1985:58) opined that music education is a part of education that has the power 
to awake in us sensation and emotions of a spiritual kind as well as a force which affects 
the lives of the people who acquire it.  Omibiyi (1987) defined music education as a 
comprehensive education system geared towards a functional and artistic earner in the 
society. 
 From the views above, music education is expected among others to provide the 
learner with the opportunity to explore and understand music as a cultural force in world 
civilization, as well as the opportunity to discover and develop individual talents 
physical skills healthy attitude towards honest labor which will help the individual live 
and contribute positively towards the development and progress of the society. 
 
Concept of Innovation 
 Hornby (2000) defined innovation as the introduction of new things ideas, or 
ways of doing things. Gadsby (2000) sees innovations as a new idea, method or 
invention. Agabi and Okorie (1999) viewed innovation as a positive planned and 
specific change that facilitates the achievement of defined goals. Innovation in music 
education is therefore putting in use all the changes made either in the content, method 
goals, policies and practices in the music education system. 
 
Reasons for Innovation in Music Education 
Innovations are changes which occur at different intervals in different scope and various 
shapes. There are several reasons why innovation in music education is necessary and 
indispensables. The reasons are firstly, because we are living in a dynamic world where 
changes always occur. The changes could be planned or unplanned. This however brings 
in new challenges which are either desirable or undesirable. As the world is changing so 
is the information and communication technology changes occurring and creating skills 
obsolesce.   The pressures that arise as a result of skills obsolesce demands innovations 
in music education curriculum as well as improvement in the equipment used and 
methods of teaching this subject. 

Furthermore, there is the need to improve in music education delivery process 
through new and improved knowledge; so that we do not hold tenaciously the old ways 
when there is greater opportunities to gain from utilization of the new knowledge gained 
through information and communication technology (ICT) and researches. 
 Another reason for innovation in music education is that the music world is 
becoming more complex and sophisticated. This also calls for the necessary innovations 
in the teaching and learning of music education to enable the educators, students and 
other stakeholder benefit from the positive development as well as meet with the new 
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challenges. It is said that knowledge often becomes obsolete unless it is updated from 
time to time. As a result of this music education teachers should be involved in this life –
long process. 
 
Innovation in Music Education 

Education aims at developing the potentialities of individuals to their fullest so 
that they become useful to themselves and contributing members of their communities 
(Ocho, 2002:245). In keeping with the dynamic of social change, innovations have been 
introduced into the education system, music education inclusive.  Government 
recognizes in the National Policy on Education the importance of functional education. 
This is because it enables an individual to develop his potentials in order to give service 
not only to himself, but to the society.  For the success of this system of education, 
supervisory bodies of experts were set up. The bodies include the National Universities 
Commission (NUC), National Commission of Colleges of Education (NCCE), and 
National Music Education (NME). The various monitoring bodies listed above from 
time to time introduce new innovation to teaching methods, qualifications for teachers 
who must teach education, entry requirements for students recommendation for 
proportionate students to teachers with adequate classroom facilities for teaching and 
learning are clearly stated out as guidelines for schools offering music education to 
follow before the departments are accredited in recognition of the prominent role of 
information and communication technology in advancing knowledge and skills 
necessary for effectives functioning in the modern world the Federal Government 
integrated information and communication technology (ICT) into its education system. 
For the realization of this goal at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels, the 
government has promised to provide the basic infrastructure and training. Music is both 
a science and an art, no wonder music and technology are in separable in many ways 
computer technology is incorporated into music education, this has been an important 
part of the educational process since 1983 (Fader, 1988). 

The use of cassette players has given way to CD and DVD players, personal 
computers, Laptops etc, for better and proficient services.  Various packages like 
Microsoft Word, Microsoft word Excel, Microsoft Power point etc are also being used 
in music education for researchers and classroom presentation new computerized 
recording device of various types and shapes. 

The Information and Communication Technological (ICT) which is ushering 
new dimension in this technological age can be used to promote ways of organizing 
musical practice. The need for music education teachers and students to acquire 
electronic literacy skills cannot be over emphasized. For example; the use of internet, 
website etc. 
 These innovations in the world calls for aggressive search for ways to match 
force with force the rising tide in knowledge with new technology in music education. 
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Challenges of Innovation in Music Education 
The innovations are not without some challenges. The use of information and 

communication Technology (ICT) in music education posses challenges to both the 
students and teachers. Some of the challenges are: 
1. Inadequate music curriculum: the students on graduation find it difficult to 

relate music offered in school to the current musical scene in the country. 
2. Lack of infrastructure and equipment in our schools and colleges. 
3. Inadequacy of personnel: many teachers in our schools and colleges are ignorant 

of the use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in teaching. 
 

Conclusion 
Innovation of course brings about changes in educational system and in the 

society. As music education innovations meet up with contemporary challenges the 
realties are imperative. This paper has tried to examine the conceptual clarification of 
innovation, music education, and education.  The reasons for innovation in music 
education were also looked at. Furthermore, some innovations in music education and 
challenges in innovation in music education were examined as well as 
recommendations. 

        
Recommendations 

In view of the above submissions on challenges of innovation in music 
education, I make the following recommendations. 

1. For music education to strive in this technological age, the data on individual 
school teachers and students performance should be gathered and collated over a 
period of time for the purpose of decision making by curriculum and education 
planners. Such information will also be useful in planning for teachers training 
and improvement on the job. 

2. Government institutions and other non- governmental organization should 
organize information and communication technology (ICT) training, seminars, 
and workshop for music education teachers who will in turn teach their students. 

3. Research should be stimulated by grants from government and from well-
meaning individuals. 

4. Government should provide infrastructure and appropriate equipment for 
effective teaching, and learning to take place. 

5. .Teachers teaching music Education should also engage in continuous training 
and retraining to learn new and modern ways of teaching the subject and also 
acquiring electronic literacy skills to meet present day challenges. 
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